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Reflections  of  the  life  of  ULYSSES  S.  CLINE  a.s  comrlled 


by  Adolph  M.  Reeder,  Corinne,  Utah  and  submitted  to  the 
DESERET  NEWS  CHURCH  SECTION  with  the  hope  that  it  will  see 
fit  to  bring  before  the  Saints  notice  of  the  nobility  of 
a  life  lived  for  service  and  hope. 


Accompanying  this  account  is  a  recent  photograph  of 

ULYSSES  S.  CLINil  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  used  with  the 

accound.  of  his  life.  May  this  photograph  be  returned  to 

Mir.  Adolph  M.  Reeder 
Eon  Air  Farm 
Corinne,  Utah. 


For  years  after  the  Cane-Creek  massacre  where 
Elders  Gibbs  and  Bery  were  murdered  in  Tennessee  the  mob  spirit  ran  h^gh 
and  our  Elders  found  the  going  tough. 

When  Elder  William  Spry  —  later  governor  of  Utah  — 
presided  over  the  Southern  States  Mission,  he  conducted  and  presided  at 
a  conference  in  Chatanooga,  Tennessee.  He  had  never  been  near  the  place 
but  putting  his  finger  on  the  Scotsburg  post  office  on  a  map  (it  happened 
to  be  the  place  where  the  Cline  family  received  their  mail),  he  said, 

"Two  hundred  miles  from  here  you  will  find  friends  right  in  that  neighbor¬ 
hood  to  care  for  two  elders  this  winter."  Despite  the  fact  that  the 
prospects  for  a  place  to  stop  at  night  were  very  gloomy,  especially  in  the 
winter  time,  the  elders  were  soon  on  their  way  and  trusting  in  the  Lord. 

The  Cline  family  this  season  of  the  year  were  busy 
chopping  timber  and  preparing  railroad  ties  of  hardwood.  Michael  Cline 
of  Berman  descent  had  married  a  cherokee  lass  named  Rachel.  Michael's 
son,  George  Washington  Cline,  had  married  Bethia  Hunter  and  had  a  large 
family.  Born  on  Dec.  6,  1363  at  Eainbridge,  Christian  Co.,  Kentucky, 
Ulysses  Simpson  Cline  was  the  third  son  and  seventh  child 'of  that  fam¬ 
ily.  His  father  George  Washington  Cline  died  in  1883.  Ulysses  S. 

Cline  had  grown  upon  the  timber  cutting  and  was  very  apt  with  the  axe 
at  trimming  and  preparing  railroad  ties.  The  work  was  hard  and  it  re¬ 
quired  strength  and  endurance  to  accomplish  the  job  and  raake  an  encour¬ 
aging  living.  Falling  trees  had  caused  several  broken  bones. 

Accustomed  to  a  diet  of  strong,  greasy  foods  necessary 
for  endurance,  he  had  developed  threadworms  and  with  chills  and  fever  tie 
doctor  believed  that  it  endangered  his  live.  Because  he  was  not  able 
to  work  longer  at  timber  cutting,  Ulysses  Cline  turned  to  the  care  of 


his  father's  farm  for  which  he  had  received  a  deed  with  the  understanding 
that  he  should  care  for  his  sister  and  mother  as  long  as  she  lived,  thus 
his  plans  were  made  for  some  time  to  come.  lie  writes  in  his  journal,  "My 
early  life  was  filled  working.  For  sport  we  went  hunting  squirrels  and 
turkey,  or  if  we  wanted  night  sport,  oppossums  and  coons." 

"At  IS  years  of  age  I  was  struck  down  by  a  severe 
heat  wave  or  sunstroke.  I  had  to  keep  in  the  shade  during  the  heat  of 
the  day.  Took  my  Bible  into  the  woods  to  read  it  and  to  prajr,  for  I 
believed  that  was  the  way  the  prophets  got  their  blessings.  This  con¬ 
tinued  for  more  than  two  years.  The  Alders,  M.B.  and  P—A.  Shipp,  brothers 
from  Salt  Lake  City,  had  worked  their  way  for  200  miles  from  the  conference 
and  arrived  at  our  home  in  Sept.  1887  where  they  were  made  welcome  and 
remained  most  of  the  winter.  Later  Elders  John  S.  Huns  alter  and  S.S.  Worth¬ 
ington  came  along  and  I  was  soon  converted  but  was  not  baptized  because 
I  felt  I  should  care  for  my  sister  and  my  mother.  However , -.aslIaretireeU- 

C  .C 

early  .one  AS  unday  night  .incur der  that  I  could  be  ready  for  a  big  day's 
work,  someone  was  trying  to  enter  the  door.  I  got  up  and  went  quietly 
around  the  house.  It  was  very  light  in  the  bright  moonlight,  but  I  saw 
nothing.  As  I  lay  down  I  heard  the  noise  again.  I  opened  the  door  and 
the  noise  stopped.  I  lay  down  again.  My  sister  Emily  also  heard  the 
noise  and  asked  what  it  could  be.  'It  may  be  a  good  spirit  and  if  so  it 
won't  hurt  either  of  us'.  As  I  lay  there  and  heard  the  door  open,  presently 
a  heavenly  messenger  came  to  my  bed  and  said,  'You  should  not  delay  baptism 
in  order  that  you  might  live  to  accomplish  a  great  life's  mission.'  I 
knew  that  the  messa  ge  was  to  awake  me  spiritually  and  I  promised  the  Lord 
that  I  would  be  baptized  as  soon  as  the  Elders  came." 


"The  Elders  had  not  been  heard  of  for  several  months, 


but  the  next  night  wehn  I  returned  from  work  the  Elders  were  at  our  home 
I  told  them  of  my  experience  and  wished  to  be  baptized.  The  following 
Sunday  was  arranged  and  Lily  Da  rnell  and  her  mother  were  also  baptized 
in  the  waters  of  Finey  Creek  and  confirmed  and  we  received  the  Sacrament 
Thus  U.S.  Cline  became  the  heir  of  his  forebearers,  being  the  first  and 
only  one  of  his  father's  family  to  join  the  Restored  Church. 

When  this  new  start  was  made  in  the  Church,  some 
persons  wrote  a  long  bitter  letter  shaming  Brother  Cline  for  disgracing 
his  father's  family  and  added,  "Mr.  Cline,  you  can't  organize  the  Mormon 
Church  here."  Threats  to  use  hickory  whips  were  made  if  the  Elders  did 
not  return  to  Salt  Lake  ^ity.  As  he  felled  the  last  tree  of  the  day  on 
the  following  day,  Brother  Cline  broke  his  saw  which  meant  that  he  would 
have  to  go  to  town  and  obtain  another  saw.  While  he  was  away  a  crowd  of 
rough,  drunken  men  came  with  guns  and  pistols.  It  was  unusual  to  break 
a  saw,  yet  if  he  had  remained  at  home,  the  mob  would  have  found  him. 
Looking  back  over  the  years,  Brother  Cline  feels  that  in  his  stubborn 
attitude,  he  would  have  fared  badly  and  he  feels  the  Lora  took  this 
course  to  keep  him  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  mob.  "Because  of 
my  testimony,"  he  says,  "  both  of  the  Gospel  and  of  the  immortal  being 
who  came  with  that  message,  I  would  not  have  denied  either  of  these  to 
save  my  life." 


The  bitterness  in  the  neighborhood  continued  to 
ran  very  high.  A  Mr.  Van  Darnell,  father  of  Lily,  himself  a  government 
officer  discouraged  the  mob  from  violence,  at  least  once  dispersing  at 
his  rebuke.  Mir.  Reuben  Curry,  a  man  of  wealth  and  prominence,  offered 
his  protection  for  Brother  Cline.  In  that  care  he  remained  for  three 
days  while  he  sold  his  choice  mare  at  half  price  for  $80.00.  This  money 
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bought  a  ticket  and  a  few  clothes  for  traveling  to  Utah.  Ulysses  S.  Cline 
arrived  in  Salt  lake  in  1888  with  75^  in  his  pocket.  Pie  lived  in  the 
Fourteenth  Ward  in  October  of  that  year  and  found  work  with  Taylor  and 
Romney  Lumber  Co.  Kis  health  was  very  poor  which  necessitated  his 
finding  easier  work.  He  then  sold  orders  for  photograph  enlargements 
and  Silverware. 

At  Park  City  he  became  quite  discouraged  and  met 
temptation  which  made  his  feel  very  lonely.  One  day  as  he  walked  alone 
a  messenger  approached  him  from  the  rear  and  comforted  him.  He  suggested 
a  diet  of  2  legion,  1  teaspoon  of  sugar,  a  raw  egg  and  a  glass  filled 
with  water.  This,  the  messenger  admonished,  was  to  be  taken  2  times 
daily  along  with  pletny  of  fruit.  Brother  Cline  knows  not  from  whence 
the  messenger  came  or  want.  "I  was  very  happy,”  he  relates,  "and  feel 
sure  it  was  an  angel." 

Park  City  was  no  fruit  town  so  Brother  Cline  moved 
to  Brigham  City.  At  Brigham  City  Ulysses  Cline  began  calling  at  homes 
with  his  wares  ana  soon  met  Adolph  Forsgren.  A  friendship  sprang  from 
this  meeting  and  ioon  Brother  Forsgren  urged  Brother  Cline  to  go  to 
Montpelier,  Idaho  and  there  start  a  fruit  stand.  Brother  Forsgren  was 
to  ship  the  fruit  and  they  would  share  the  profits.  In  these  circum¬ 
stances  Brother  Cline  was  able  to  eat  plenty  of  fresh  fruit  and  in  two 
seasons  his  health  was  restored,  the  swelling  incident  to  his  ailment 
disappearing  with  all  accompanying  pain  leaving  him  with  renewed  strength. 

In  a  later  venture  while  canvassing  books  in  Grants- 
ville,  Utah,  Ulysses  S.  Cline  met  Miss  Angelia  Barrus  and  the  acquaintance 
grew  into  a  love  affair  and  in  July,  1893  they  were  married  in  the  Salt 
Lake  Temple.  Of  this  union  seven  sons  and  daughters  were  born  and  have 
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grown  to  maturity,  Wilbert  Barr  us ,  ¥ilda  Barras ,  Cecil,  Lavere,  Luella, 
and  Thelma  A.  Cline. 


Brother  Cline  built  a  home  and  carried  on  a  business 
at  Grantsville.  In  1893  he  was  called  on  a  mission  to  the  Southern  States. 

He  was  sent  to  Kentucky  to  labor  among  his  friends.  Some  of  the  people 
still  had  the  mob  spirit,  but  he  nevertheless  enjoyed  a  successful  mission. 
Once  when  a  mob  came  hunting  the  Elders,  a  Mr.  Mahue  befriended  them  and 
told  the  Elders  to  retire  assuring  them  that  ,!if  anjrbody  comes  into  this 
yard  tonight  they  will  still  be  here  in  the  morning  so  that  we  can  see 
who  they  are."  Ke  returned  home  from  his  mission  in  poor  health,  but 
his  family  mursed  him  back  to  good  health  again. 

In  Utah  again  Brother  Cline  tried  his  hand  first 
as  a  selling  agent  for  the  Consolidated  Wagon  and  Machine  Company. 

Later  he  tried  the  business  of  storing  and  selling  meats.  This  prospered 
for  a  time,  but  jealousy  and  dishonest3?-  brought  trouble  and  disappointment, 
so  prosperity  has  come  and  gone  a-plenty. 

In  1914  Ulysses  S.  Cline  purchased  a  farm  from  Mr.  Charles 
Chadwick  in  Star  Valley,  Wyoming .  Here  he  began  a  dairy  business  without 
capital  which  brought  its  share  of  headaches  and  success. 

A  man  of  deep  convictions,  Brother  Cline  has  sent  his 
sons  on  missions  and  their  experiences  reflect  the  faith  of  their  father. 

They  have  21  years  of  missionary  service  outside  Utah.  As  part  of  these 
same  convictions,  Brother  Cline  has  not  approved  of  operations  and  by 
faith  has  seen  outstanding  healings. 

Yet  all  the  events  of  earlier  experiences  are  dwarfed 
by  the  magninamity  of  the  work  he  has  accomplished  in  the  Temples  of  the 
Lord.  He  began  working  in  the  Salt  ^ake  Temple  in  1920  and  spent  7  years 
working  as  an  officiator  .  lie  has  baptized  proxies  for  350,000  souls 
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in  the  baptismal  font.  At  the  close  of  1951  he  had  performed  the  endowment 
ordinace  for  17,024  people  who  have  passed  on.  What  a  record!  Has  there 
ever  been  its  equal?  At  83  Brother  Ulysses  S.  Cline  seems  to  be  in  good 
health  and  he  spent  his  birthday  at  the  Logan  Temple  attending  three 
sessions.  He  says  of  himself,  "I  have  been  many  times  in  prosperous 
conditions  and  the  other  extreme.  The  Lord  has  not  given  me  riches 
enough  to  make  me  vain  or  poverty  enough  to  make  me  suffer."  He  has 
had  many  sacred  experiences  in  visions  and  dreams  and  has  been  guided 
by  them  so  that  his  course  has  been  steadfast  with  few  doubts.  To 
miss  a  session  at  the  Temple  in  the  service  of  man  and  his  God  is  not 
on  his  calendar. 


One  might  well  imagine  Satan's  countenance  fallen 
when  he  considers  Erother  Cline. 

MY  TESTIMONY 

Now,  I  know  this  life  is  a  very  small  part  of  our 
training.  When  we  lay  this  mortal  by  we  go  to  judgment  and  get  our 
assignments  to  a  land  of  exquisite  brightness,  joy,  and  gladness,  or 
a  place  of  darkness,  of  weeping  and  despair.  Our  life  here  determines 
our  worthiness,  for  in  the  land  of  joy  there  are  great  responsibilities 
with  which  only  those  who  prove  themselves  worthy  will  ever  be  trusted. 

The  tning  to  do  is  to  thoroughly  mend  your  ways  and 
do  what  you  know  is  right,  for  if  you  do  things  that  you  don't  want  any¬ 
one  to  know  about,  you  are  living  a  lie,  and  when  questioned  you  will  lie 
with  your  tongue  before  you  think. 


Do  right  and  you  will  always  be  honest „  hove  justice 
and  mercy.  If  you  do  that  no  law  on  earth  or  in  heaven  can  condemn  you. 
Knowing  this,  'I  fell  if  I  can  by  some  superior  understanding  along  with 
my  smiles  and  my  aid,  bring  joy  to  some  heart  that  is  breaking,  I  shall 
feel  proud  of  the  price  I  have  paid. '  So  I  dedicate  my  services  to  my 
fellow  beings,  mostly  in  Temple  Work." 

(signed)  Ulysses  S.  Cline.  7 
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